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GENESEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. ________
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 96 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF FLUSHING BY ADDING SECTIONS 96.31 THROUGH 96.36 REQUIRING PROPERTY OWNERS OR OCCUPANTS TO CUT GRASS AND/OR NOXIOUS WEEDS AND REFUSE; NOTICE BY PUBLICATION; ENFORCEMENT; REPEAL; EFFECTIVE DATE.
THE CITY OF FLUSHING ORDAINS:
Grass, Noxious weeds and refuse
Chapter 96.31.  For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:  
Grass.  The term grass shall mean any of several various plants that have slender leaves and that are generally used for lawns, yards and ground cover.
Noxious weeds.  Includes Canada thistle (Circium Arvense), dodders (any species of Cuscuta), mustards (Charlock, black mustard and Indian mustard, species of Brassica or Simapis), wild carrot (Daucus Carota), bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis), perennial sowthistle (sonchus arvensis), hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana), ragweed (arbrosia elatior 1.) and poison ivy (rhus toxicodendron), poison sumac (toxicondendron vernix), or any other plant which, in the opinion of the City Manager, is regarded as a common nuisance.
(Code 1967, § 7-802) (Ord. passed 2-10-75; Am. Ord. passed 5-9-77)
Chapter 96.32.  Duty to cut or destroy noxious weeds, grass or refuse.  
(a)  It shall be the duty of every person who owns any land within the corporate limits of the City to cut, destroy, or remove from the land all noxious or poisonous weeds or grass exceeding a height of 6 inches growing thereon, dead grass and brush thereon, or any refuse or debris standing or lying thereon to prevent such weeds from going to seed or to blossom, as the case may be, to prevent such dead grass and brush from becoming a fire hazard, and to prevent the refuse or debris from interfering with attempts to respond to a threat to the public health or welfare or the enforcement of the provisions of this subchapter.
(Ord. No. 96, 08-26-02) (Ord. No. 96, 10-23-06) (Am. Ord. 96, passed 8-11-08)
(b)  Cutting of noxious weeds or grass shall be to a depth of 165 feet from any street line abutting the subject parcels of property.  Parcels that are not platted and are not developed with an existing structure are exempt from the requirements of this section.
(Code 1967, § 7-803) (Ord. passed 2-10-75; Am. Ord. passed 5-9-77; Res. Passed 5-23-77) (Ord. No. 96, 08-26-02) (Ord.   No. 96, 10-23-06) Penalty, see § 10.99.
Chapter 96.32.  Notice.  Each year the City Clerk of the city of Flushing shall cause to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the city of Flushing a notice that informs all citizens of the requirements of this ordinance.  Said notice shall be published on or before April 15 of each year or as soon thereafter as is practicable.  The City Clerk shall also post the notice in four public locations in the city.
Chapter 96.34.  Enforcement.  In the event that any property owner or occupant shall fail or refuse to maintain a premise as required by this ordinance, the Department of Public Works may enter upon the premises and mow, cut or destroy the grass and/or noxious weeds.  The cost of bringing the premises into compliance shall be billed to the owner or occupant.  The costs to be assessed shall be established by Resolution of the City Council.
	In the event that the amount assessed shall remain unpaid, then the Treasurer shall levy and collect the amount due against such property in the manner provided by law.
Chapter 96.35.  Repeal.  Sections 96.01 through 96.06 of the Municipal Code of the City of Flushing are hereby repealed.
Chapter 96.36.  Effective Date:  This Ordinance shall be effective twenty (20) days after adoption and after publication. 
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